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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR PREVENTING PETS FROM 
CLAWING HOME FURNISHINGS 

Cross-References to Related Applications 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 08/810,049, filed March 4, 
1997, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/012,825, filed March 5, 
1996. 

Field Of The Invention 

This invention relates in general to animal control methods, and in particular to a method 
and device for preventing pets from clawing furniture or digging in potted plants. 

Background Of The Invention 

Some household pets such as cats tend to naturally claw at or scratch home furnishings. 
If allowed to continue, such activity can significantly deface and even damage the furniture. 
There are a number of methods for deterring pets from causing this unwanted activity. One such 
method employs a plastic furniture cover which can be affixed to the sides of the furniture, but is 
heavy enough to withstand scratching by pets. However, this cover can be unsightly and can 
also become defaced after repeated scratching. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An array of rectangular strips is affixed to a paper transfer sheet, the strips being 
uniformly spaced apart. Each strip has a plastic film with an adhesive coating on both sides of 
the strip. The strips and coatings are preferably transparent so as to appear substantially invisible 
5 when affixed to furniture. The upper surface of the transfer sheet is treated with paraffin to 
facilitate easy removal of the strips from the transfer sheet. A paper release layer is affixed to 
one side of each film. The lower surface of the release layer is also treated with paraffin to 
facilitate easy removal of the release layer from the film. 

The strip is peeled from the transfer sheet so that the adhesive coating is exposed. The 
10 user then presses a strip against an item of furniture in a typical area where a cat may tend to 

"sharpen" its claws. The coating on the transfer sheet side of the strip removably affixes the strip 
to a fabric home furnishing such as drapery or an item of furniture. Finally, the release layer is 
peeled from the strip, thereby exposing the other adhesive coating. These steps are then repeated 
for each surface on the furniture that is susceptible to be scratched. Since the strip is transparent, 
15 it is not readily visible after the release layer is removed. When a cat attempts to scratch the 
furniture, its paw contacts and receives an unpleasant sticking sensation from the exposed 
adhesive coating, deterring the cat from future contact with that item of furniture. 

In an alternate embodiment of the invention, a strip has a rectangular, corrugated plastic 
substrate which provides the backing for an adhesive coating located on an upper side of strip. 
20 The substrate is fairly rigid and is preferably colored to blend in with soil. If necessary, the strip 
may be cut or trimmed to meet a particular application. 

The release layer is peeled from the strip, thereby exposing the adhesive. The strip is 
then placed in a potted houseplant so that the lower, nonadhesive side of the substrate lies in 
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contact with the soil. Preferably, a plurality of the strips is placed on the soil and overlapped 
transverse to one another. When the strips are overlapped, the coating on one strip sticks to the 
non-coated side of another strip. This alignment creates an array of strips that is not easily lifted 
by a pet. When a cat attempts to dig in the soil, it contacts and receives an unpleasant sticking 
5 sensation from the exposed adhesive coating and is deterred from future contact with the soil of 
the houseplant. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a plan view of an array of strips utilized in a method for preventing cats from 
clawing furniture and is constructed in accordance with the invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged, partial sectional view of the strips of Figure 1 taken along the line 
5 2-2 in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a schematic drawing of the strips of Figure 1 affixed to a piece of furniture. 
Figure 4 is a sectional view of an alternate embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 5 is a schematic drawing of the embodiment of Figure 4 in use. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, an array 1 1 of multilaminate, rectangular strips 13 is shown. 
Each strip 13 is approximately twelve inches long and two inches wide. Strips 13 are affixed to 
a paper transfer sheet 15 and are uniformly spaced apart from one another by gaps 17. Each strip 
5 13 has a plastic substrate or film 21 which provides the backing for two adhesive coating 23, 25 
located on both sides of strip 13. Strips 13 and coatings 23, 25 are preferably transparent so as to 
appear substantially invisible when affixed to furniture. Coatings 23, 25 are preferably acrylic or 
a similar water soluble adhesive and can easily be cleansed from home furnishing fabrics. 
Coating 25 creates a releasable bond between film 21 and transfer sheet 15. The upper surface of 
1 0 transfer sheet 1 5 is treated with paraffin to facilitate easy removal of strips 1 3 from transfer sheet 
1 5. A paper protective or release layer 27 is affixed to film 21 above coating 23. The lower 
surface of release layer 27 is treated with paraffin to facilitate easy removal of release layer 27 
from film 13. In the embodiment shown, release layer 27 is longitudinally bisected into two 
separate portions as shown by cut 29. 

15 In operation, a strip 13 is peeled from transfer sheet 15 so that adhesive coating 25 is 

exposed. Gaps 17 between strips 13 provide an indication of the side margins of each strip 13 so 
as to not confuse cut 29 with the side margins. Referring to Figure 3, the user then presses strip 
13 against an item of furniture 33, a countertop, or other object where a cat may tread or tend to 
"sharpen" its claws. Coating 25 removably affixes strip 13 to fabric home furnishings such as 

20 drapery or an item of furniture 3 1 along an outer surface 33. If necessary, strip 1 3 may be 

repositioned after it is affixed to furniture 3 1 . Finally, release layer 27 is easily removed from 
strip 13 by peeling the two portions of release layer 27 along cut 29, thereby exposing coating 
23. These steps are then repeated for each surface 33 that is susceptible to be scratched. Since it 
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is transparent, strip 13 is not readily visible after release layer 27 is removed. When a cat 
attempts to scratch furniture 31, its paw contacts and receives an unpleasant sticking sensation 
from exposed adhesive coating 23, deterring the cat from future contact with that item of 
furniture 3 1 . Coating 25 is of sufficient strength so as to remain affixed to furniture 3 1 when 
5 cats or other pets attempt to scratch furniture 3 1 . 

An alternate embodiment of the invention is shown in Figure 4. Strip 41 has a 
rectangular corrugated plastic substrate 43 which provides the backing for an adhesive coating 
45 located on an upper side of strip 41 . There is no coating of adhesive on the lower side of strip 
41. Substrate 43 and coating 45 are impervious to water. Substrate 43 is fairly rigid and is 

1 0 preferably colored to blend in with soil. Coating 45 creates a bond between substrate 43 and a 
paper release layer 47. The lower surface of release layer 47 is treated with paraffin to facilitate 
easy removal of release layer 47 from substrate 43. Release layer 47 is longitudinally bisected 
into two portions by a cut 49. The size of each strip 41 may vary, but is typically about the same 
size as strip 13 of the first embodiment. If necessary, strip 41 may be cut or trimmed to meet a 

1 5 particular application. 

In operation, release layer 47 is easily removed from strip 41 by peeling release layer 47 
along cut 49, thereby exposing coating 45. Referring to Figure 5, strip 41 is placed in a potted 
houseplant 51 so that the lower, nonadhesive side of substrate 43 lies in contact with soil 53. 
Preferably, a plurality of strips 41 are placed on soil 53 and overlapped transverse to one another. 
20 When strips 41 are overlapped, the coating 45 on one strip 41 sticks to the non-coated side of 
another strip 41 . This alignment creates an array of strips that is not easily lifted by a pet. When 
a cat attempts to dig in soil 53, it contacts and receives an unpleasant sticking sensation from 
exposed adhesive coating 45 and is deterred from future contact with soil 53 of houseplant 51. 
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The present invention has several advantages. This method provides an invisible barrier 
for pet owners whose pets scratch their furniture. This method also offers a more fundamental 
solution to the problem by actually deterring the unwanted behavior rather than simply 
preventing the furniture from being damaged. 

5 It should be apparent from the foregoing that an invention having significant advantages 

has been provided. While the invention is shown in only two of its forms, it is not just limited 
but is susceptible to various changes and modifications without departing from the spirit thereof. 
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